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To  Young  fieojilc^  ifc.  containing  de^ 

ductioTia  from  *Vo.  /. 

IN  the  preceding  number, 
it  was  shown,  that  there 
was  a  period  when  the  world  did  not 
exist  ;  that  the  heaven  and  t!;e 
earth  had  a  beginning  ;  that  if  tliey 
had  a  beginning,  they  must  liave 
had  a  cause  of  their  existence  :  and 
that  if  they  liad  a  cause  of  their  ex¬ 
istence,  this  cause  must  have  been 
adequate  to  tlie  effect  ;  and  if  so, 

the  world  was  created  by  an  inf;- 

0 

nitc  cause,  w  hich  must  be  God  him¬ 
self,  and  also,  that  every  attribute 
belonging  to  this  infinite  cause,  must 
be  infinite  in  itself,  and  tliat  this 
whole  chidn  of  reasoning  is  in  per¬ 
fect  conformity  to  the  Mosaic  ac¬ 
count  of  the  cieation  in  the  first 
chiapterof  Cienesis.  The  design  of 
the  present  number  is  to  draw  con¬ 
clusions  from  the  foregoing. 

Isi.  We  may  be  assured,  that 
if  the  w  orld  wa?  iudebted  to  an  in¬ 
finite  cause,  or  a  God  of  all  ];ossible. 
perfection,  it  is  incredible  to  suj)- 
pose  there  can  be  more  than  ('ne  such 
being  in  the  Universe.  The  \eiy 
self-same  argument  w  hich  goes  to 
prove  the  existence  of  one  God, 
proves  also  that  tliere  is  but  one. 
The  argument  is  etjmdly  stri-ng  in 
•ne  case  as  in  the  other.  11  there 


were  tw  o  or  more  infinite  beings,  it 
could  never  be  known  by  us,  because 
they  must  be  exactly  alike,  and 
their  w  orks  the  same.  In  this  case 
each  c»ne  must  fill  immensity,  each 
must  be  ail  and  in  all,  and  each 
must  do  all  things  in  the  same 
sense  and  to  the  seme  extent. 
This  w  ould  destroy  divisibility  and 
leave  no  room  for  distinction  of  es¬ 
sence.  If  we  can  account  for  the 
existence  of  all  things  from  the 
consideration  of  one  iiifirite  be  ing, 
from  what  visible  tflTect  can  we  ar¬ 
gue  the  existence  of  another  ?  From 
one  being  of  infinite  perfection  we 
can  account  for  w  hatever  w  e  beheld  ; 
and  if  so  should  w  e  believe  in  ano¬ 
ther  God, What  have  we  to  sustain 
that  belief  ?  After  we  have  assented 
to  tlie  existence  of  one  Go<l  fioin 
the  things  that  are  made,  it  hecemt  s 
too  lute  to  argue  from  c  fTcc;  to  cause 
to  prove  another,  because  we  l;ave, 
previously  assigned  an  adecuatc 
cause  for  everv  obicct  w  e  behold. 
Sliculd  wc  suppose  two  Geds  in 
arv  respect  differs  nt,  in  this 
tlie  one  wt.uld  be  superior  ai.d  tl  e 
other  infcricr,  w  hich  wxuld  destrev 
tb.c  suppcsiticii.  If  we  should  ir  ain- 
tuin  the  idea  of  more  Gods  tl.au 
o!.e,  we  migl  ;  with  equal  propri¬ 
ety  hold  to  h  number  indifiniulv 
great.  liV.t  whut  confic'.nts  the  ide<4 
at  onco  is,  il;at  tl  eu  is  no  evidince 
of  more  than  cue  Gid.  Visible  ib- 
jtcis  wear  ru  ell  er  in  pie.siiin 
than  thi.i  tf  oiii  foat.u*i;  hen*.  ]: 
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then  we  should  believe  in  more  2d.  \Vk  may  fairly  conclude 
Gods  than  one,  our  belief  must  be  that  if  tlie  heaven  and  the  cartli  were 
without  a  particle  of  evidence,  created  by  an  inhniie  bcin^,  then 
And  w  hat  is  belief  w  ithout  evidence,  this  being  must  exercise  a  universal 
but  committing  our  faith  to  the  and  particular  proxidence  over  all 
winds.  worlds,  creatures  and  events,  f], 

nite  existences  n.ust  be  absolutely 
The  Magi  of  Persia  held  to  txvo  dependent  cn  that  power  w  hich 
Gods  of  equal  pow  er,  but  their  be-  gave  tliem  existence.  To  suppose 
lief  had  nothing  to  support  it.  It  otherw  ise  is  attributing  indcpencl- 
vvas  an  idle  imaginaticn.  Polythe-  ence  to  that  w;hicli  is  finite,  and  not 
ism  arose  from  mere  fancy,  and  not  only  so,  but  to  eveiy  part  and  parti- 
from  argument  founded  on  fact  or  cle  of  creation,  whether  material  or 
experience.  Had  the  avow  ers  of  immaterial.  This  would  be  mailing 
this  doctrine,  ascribed  to  any  one  as  many  independent  objects,  35 
of  their  gods  infinite  perfection,  there  arc  atoms  i!i  th.c  universe, 
they  might  have  accounted  for  eve-  which  v\ould  defeat  the  idea  of  their 
ry  thing  in  being  w  ithout  having  prcduclion  by  a  cause,  and  of  course 
had  recourse  to  any  other.  Or  liad  sap  all  evidence  of  divine  cxislciice 
they  considered  no  one  of  tlieir  fiom  cbjects  around  us. 
gods  equal  to  the  creation  and  gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  woi  Id,  reason  might  If,  as  plainly  appears,  God  in 
have  led  them  to  renounce  the  wisdom  made  the  world,  must  not 
whcle,  and  seek  for  a  power  beyond  tl.c  same  wisdom  induce  in  him  to 
them.  But  they  were  “  vain  in  govern  it  ?  If  all  creatures  and 
their  imaginaticn  and  their  foolish  things  were  created  by  God,  they 
heart  was  darkened.  Professing  must  be  his  in  th.c  strictest  sense, 
themselves  to  be  v'.ise  they  became  He  must  be  the!c  sole  owner, 
fools  :  and  changed  tl^e  gloiy  of  'Phey  must  be  at  his  disposal  and 
the  incoiriiplible  Ced  into  an  im-  managtment.  If  God  made  llic 
age  made  like  unto  corruptible  man  world  lor  an  imporlant  end,  must  ho 
and  to  birds  and  ciceping  tilings  not  control  th.e  cficct  of  his  own 
and  fotirfooted  beasts.”  The  argu-  v. isdem  and  power  to  answer  tliat 

end,  in  the  l  est  fossible  manner, 
provided  he  has  a  right  so  to  do? 
And  xviil  any  one  dai  c  to  contend 
with  Ced  this  rigl.t  ?  Beside  it 
must  be  easy  for  C  od  to  dispose 
and  Older  all  tliii.gs  by  his  univer¬ 
sal  and  particular  pioviciiue,  be¬ 
cause  nothing  can  be  clifl'icult  for 
infinite  pow  cr  and  wisdom  to  per¬ 
form.  It  is.  moreover,  no  less  c  er- 
taiii  that  God  does  contiol  all  vvoiins 
creatures  and  cxtnis,  ti  an  that  llicsc 
tl  ir  gs  ai  c  indebted  to  him  lor  ex" 
isUnre.  lor  sheuid  he  withdraw 
Ids  i.j  hcldii  g  M;d  goxeu.ing  hand 
tl  ey  w culd  instantly  fall  back  iu^<> 
ll.cir  ciigifiu!  nothingness.  If  an 
f.i  ji  ( t  i:>  ii.(\  1  tl  (1  to  a  (  a\  se  for  e:  ' 
istii.ee,  it  n  LSI  be  indebted  to  ll  ^ 


ment  in  fax  or  of  more  gods  ilian 
one,  is  really  a  plea  against  any  ged 
at  all  ;  because  it  supposes  r.o  cr.e 
of  the*  number  adequate  the  pro- 
cucticn  of  the  vvoi  Id  and  the  tilings 
therein.  But  so  soon  as  the  exis¬ 
tence  of  one  Ced  of  infiidte  per¬ 
fection  is  established,  tl.e  arguments 
m  laver  cf  niv  other  fall  to  tl.e 
ground.  To  this  agiee  the  united 
c:eclarations  cf  scripUue.  ‘‘  'Phe 
Lord  cur  Cod  is  one  Lord.  I  or 
though  there  be  chat  arc  called 
gods,  whither  in  beaten  or  in 
earth,  (as  there  he  gods  maTiV  and 
loids  Hiany,  )  but  to  us  tl.eie  i.s  but 
i  re  (fod  ti.e  lather  cl  xH.cn*  are  ail 
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I  same  CUU3C  for  the  continuation  of 
I  jts  existence.  To  conceive  the 
world  to  be  upheld  without  a  cause, 
js  as  didkult  as  to  conc.-ive  it  should 
be^in  to  exist  without  a  cause. 

■  Tiie  government  ot  God,  therelore, 

I  jniist  be  as  e.xtsnsivo  as  creation. 
It  eittljraces  all  created  existence. 

'  Behold  then,  an  every-where 
=  existing,  all-powerful  and  wise  be- 
r  i.sg  managing  all  worlds  and  crea¬ 
tures;  presiding  over  and  ordering 
ail  occurrences,  moving  the  wheels 
‘vitninnuite  exactness  and  stcudi- 
pness  according  to  the  destiny  of  his 
iufinitcly  intelligent  minil.  Not  rc- 
eardlcss  of  the  smallest  circum- 
Stances,  not  indilTcrent  to  the  least 
niinutia,  not  suspending  the  encr- 
^es  re  I’lisitc  to  order  throughout 
his  wide  dominion,  Jehovah  is  dis¬ 
playing  every  perfection  of  his  na¬ 
ture  in  the  governmeiit  ofliis  works. 
Should  you  a.^cend  to  tlrat  world 
whicii  is  irradiated  with  tlic  bright¬ 
est  display  of  his  glory  you  would 
hear  tiie  ineloJv  of  that  host  w'hich 
no  man  can  number,  shouting  in 
straiii.s  of  the  highest  praise,  ‘‘  Al¬ 
leluia,  for  the  Lord  Ciod  omnipor 
lent  rei^netli.”  Should  vou  have 
(iisclosed  to  you  tiie  regions  of 
despair  you  would  behold  a  wretch¬ 
ed  multitude  dreadfully  pressed  with 
a  sense  of  divine  displeasure.  All 
the  inh  i!)itants  of  tliis  world  are  in 
the  open  view  of  the  invisi!)lc  Jeho¬ 
vah,  and  each  individual  is  in  his 
hand  as  the  cLay  is  in  t!'.e  Iraral  of 
tiie  potter.  livery  motion  of  the 
bo:lv,  cverv  exercise  (>f  the  soul 
liowevcr  socrcued  from  human 
inspcctioti,  lie  wir’noiU  disgtiise  be¬ 
fore  (lod  and  vvith.ln  l\\c  spiicre  of 
his  (lonunioii.  'i'iic  universal  and 
particular  providence  of  ('-od  over 
^11  ercatures  and  worlds,  is  as 
certain  as  that  the  heaven  and  the 

earth  were  created  hv  him,  and 

0 

J  s\ip[)ortcd  on  the  same  princi¬ 
ples  and  by  the  same  arguments. 


3d.  We  may  conclude,  if  the 
heaven  and  the  earth  >|ere  created 
by  God,  then  no  reason  can  be  giv» 
en  why  they  may  not  have  aa 
end. 


A  VAST  list  of  infidels  have  as¬ 
serted  the  contrary,  but  what  reason 
have  they  thus  to  do  on  principles 
the  mpst  plain  and  self-evident  ?  If 
there  is  an  infinite  being  who  hath 
made  all  things  and  upholds  and 
governs  the  world,  must  not  all 
things  fall  back  into  their  primitive 
nothingness,  if  he  should  choose. 
Idle  work!  was  created  by  a  divine 
choice,  is  uplield  by  the  same,  and 
If  God  should  choose  its  discontin¬ 
uance  at  any  time,  its  existence 
must  terminate.  It  is  as  easy  to 
aninhilate  as  to  create;  neither  is 
the  one  more  mysterious  than  the 
thcr.  Suppose  an  angel  to  liave  ex¬ 
isted,  prior  to  the  formation  of  the 
material  universe,  suppose  tliis  an¬ 
gel  to  receive  information  iliat  it 
was  the  purpose  of  Deity  to  create 
innumerable  worlds,  mmst  not  this 
appear  as  mysteiious  to  him,asi:heir 
dissolution  docs  now  to  us  ?  In  an 
abstract  view  there  is  not  less  mys- 
tervinthe  one,  than  in  the  other. 
Because  men  of  corrupt  minds,  who 
give  little  or  no  credit  to  divine  tes¬ 
timony,  suggest  diiiculties  and 
multiply  doubts  respecting  the  event 
we  are  contcniplatirig,  it  does  not 
become  us  to  have  our  faith  stagger¬ 
ed  in  tlie  least.  The  voice  of  tiii 
muUitude  is  not  always  to  be  re¬ 
garded.  'riie  Incredulous  are  no 
stand  ird  for  us.  We  have  a  more 
sure  word  of  prophesy  lo  wl'.icli  we 
will  do  well  to  give  heed.'*  What 
wouUl  have  become  cf  Xeab  aiul 
Ids  fau'ily  had  he  gone  with  the 
m  illiiude  i’*  oj>iuion  and  discredited 
God  i  It  becomes  us  to  be  guided 
by  light  and  evidence  and  think 
berly  as  we  ought  to  think.  Shait 
\ve  say  with  infulel  seiP^ers.  ** 
Lord  delaveth  his  coining,  and  be- 
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The  Evidences  of  Jesus  ChrUi^ 


gin  to  eat  and  to  drink  and  be 
drunken/’ and  despise  the  counsel 
of  the'  most  high  ?  Shall  wc  not 
much  rather  be  of  those  who  bv 

«r 

faith  h)ok  for  a  new  heaven  and  a 
new  earth,  wherein  dwellcth  ri  ght- 
cousness  ?”  "J'o  the  eye  of  condict 
observation,  many  things  indicate 
thedessohition  of  the  world  to  be  very 
possible,  and  even  probable.  From 
small  objects,  wc  may  reason  res¬ 
pecting  those  which  are  larger. 
How  many  objects  are  there  shoot¬ 
ing  up  before  us,  and  continuing  for 
a  short  space,  then  returning  back 
whence  they  sprung.  This  is  true 
of  vegetable  and  animal  bodies  innu¬ 
merable.  Were  not’  such  appear¬ 
ances  familiar  to  our  ■sr?nses,  wc 
should  view  them  as  perfectly  mys¬ 
terious,  as  though  the  sun  and  the 
moon  should  be  plucked  from  their 
spheres.  Fartial  dessohuions  ad¬ 
monish  us  of  that  whicii  is  iiniver- 
sa!~3vcn  the  dissolution  of  the 
world  and  the  system  therewith  con¬ 
nected.  Welimay  we  recieve  the 
solemn  admonition,  when  wc  reflect 
that  these  things  had  a  beginning, 
and  are  now  upheld  by  a  cause, 
which  at  any  instant  is  able  to  des¬ 
troy.  This  great  question,  could 
never  have  been  absolutely  set¬ 
tled  had  not  God  been  pleased  to 
make  known  his  mind  to  us  on  t!ie 
subject.  The  scriptures  obviate 
and  set  the  matter  beyond  rontrr)- 
versy,that  this  world  and  all  therein 
shall  be  dissolved.  As  it  is  wrtten, 
The  day  of  the  T.ord  will  come  as 
a  thief  in  thv^  night,  in  the  which 


♦  'le  hca^'ens  shall  pass  away  with  a 


great  noise,  and  the  elements  shall 
melt  with  ftrv’ent  l^eat,  and  the 
earth  also,  and  the  works  that  arc 
rhercin  shall  be  burnt  up.”  (Christ 
^uinself  prophesied  of  this  wonder- 
ftil  event  and  its  attending  circum- 
.v^'inces.  And  this  gospel  of  the 
kingdom  s!ia!i!'c  preached  in  all  ll;c 
worlds,  [V>r  a  v/itness  unto  all  nations 


John  saw  in  a  vision  the  earnest  of 
this  awful  event.  And  I  saw  a 
great  white  throne,  and  him  that  sat. 
on  it,  from  whose  face  the  earth  and 
the  heavens  fled  away,  and  there  was 
noplace  for  them.”  Christ  win 
make  his  appearance  in  the  cloud  of 
heaven,  gather  his  people  from  cve- 
rv  part* of  the  earth, ‘‘  and  then  shall 
tiie  angel  swear  by  him  that  liveth 
forever  and  ever  that  lime  sliall  be 
no  longer.”  Considering  God’s 
creative  and  upliokling  powxr,  and 
the  general  analogy  of  things,  and 
that  that  which  is  possible  and  high 
ly  probable  in  the  nature  of  things 
is  attr  sted  by  the  possitivc  declaiv 
lioiisof  sci  ipturc,wc  may  be  assured 
wc  arc  to  be  eve-witness  of  an  event 
more  stupendous,  grand  and  awful 
than  Avas  exhibited,  when  the  nioni- 
ing  stars  sang  together  and  all  tlic 
sons  of  (iod  shouted  for  joy.  Consid¬ 
ering  llicrcfore,  that  all  tliese  things 
must  hare  an  end,  how  important 
that  w’e  be  sober  and  watch  unto 
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The  Evidences  of  Jrsns  Christ frer)'. 
the  {irojihcciec. 


vn-l  then  sliall  t'.c  end  come 


St. 


The  noblest  evidences  of  our 
I^ord  are  the  prophecies,  w  hich  pre¬ 
ceded  him.  And,  accordingly,  it 
has  pleased  God  to  exercise  a  j)ecu- 
liar  care  in  this  behalf ;  for  the  full 
accomplishment  of  them  being  a 
perpetual  miracle,  which  reacheth 
from  ihe  beginning  to  tlic  end  of 
die  clui.rcli.  Sixteen  f.undrcd years 
togetiicr,  God  raised  up  a  succes¬ 
sion  of  prophets  ;  and,  during  the 
space  of  four  hundred  years  after, 
ho  dispersed  these  prophecies,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  JcAvs  that  kept  them, 
through  all  regions  of  the  world. 
See  tlic  wonderful  preparation  to 
our  Lord’s  appearance.  As  his  gos¬ 
pel  w’asto  be  embraced  and  believ¬ 
ed  by  all  nations,  there  was  a  ne- 
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cessity  not  only  of  prophecies  to 
gain  it  this  belief,  but  likewise  of 
clilfusing  these  prophecies  to  the 
same  extent  of  human  race.' 

Svrrosixri  one  bjnglc  nian  to 
have  left  a  book  of  predictions  con¬ 
cerning  Jesus  Christ,  as  to  the  time 
and  manner  of  his  coming;  and 
supposing  him  to  have  come  agree¬ 
ably  to  these  predictions,  the  argu¬ 
ments  would  be  of  almost  infinite 
force.  Yet  here  the  evidence  is 
s^j’onger,  beyond  all  comparison* 
A  succession  of  men,  for  the  space 
of  four  thousand  vears,  follow  one 
another,  without  interruption  or 
variation,  in  fortelling  the  same 
great  event.  A  whole  people  are 
the  hariilngers  of  the  great  ?-Iessias; 
and  sucii  a  nconle  as  subsisted  four 

A  A 

thousand  years,  to  testify*  in  a  gen¬ 
eral  l)0(ly,  their  assured  hope  and 
expectation,  from  which  no  severi¬ 
ty  of  tlircats  or  persecution  could 
oblige  them  to  depart.  This  is  a 
case  which  cliallengeth,  in  a  lar 
marc  transcendent  degree,  our  as¬ 
sent  and  wonder. 

The  time  of  our  Lord’s  appear¬ 
ance  was  signified  by  t!ie  stale  oi 
the  Jews  ;  by  the  condition  of  the 
heathen  world  ;  by  the  comparison 
between  the  two  temples  ;  and  e- 
ven  by  the  precise  number  of  years 
\vhich  should  intervene. 

• 

The  proplicts  have  also  given  va¬ 
rious  marks  of  the  Messias  who  w  as 
to  come  ;  it  seemed  i',ecessa!*y  that 
these  marks  should  all  concur  at  the 
i?amc  period,  d  ims  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  that  the  fourth  monarchy 
should  be  csta!)lished  ere  t!ic  expi¬ 
ration  of  Daniel’s  seventy  w’ecks. 
that  the  sceptre  s!;ould  then  depart 
from  Judah,  and  that  the  Messias 
should  then  iniinctuatcly  appear. 
In  pursiiit  of  which  predielions.  our 
Lord  appeared  at  this  juncture,  and 


demonstrated  his  claim  to  the  styl« 
and  character  of  the  Messias. 

The  Jews,  in  putting  to  death 
Jesus  Christ,  whom  they  believed 
not  to  be  the  Messias,  gave  him  the 
final  mark  and  assurance  of  the 
Messiah’s  character.  The  more 
they  persisted  in  denying  him,  they 
still  became  the  more  infallible  wit- 
nerises  of  the  truth  ;  for  to  disown 
and  to  slay  him,  was  but  to  join 
their  own  testimony  iq  that  of  the 
prophecies,  w  hich  they  fulfilled. 

The  present  condition  of  the  Jews 
is  a  singular  confirmaiion  of  our. 
faith.  It  is  asionishing  to  see  this 
people,  during  so  vast  a  course  of 
years,  never  extinguished,  ai^d  yet 
ever  miserable*  as  having  been  his 
crucifiers.  And  though  to  subsist^ 
and  to  be  miserable,  are  contrarie¬ 
ties  ungrateful  to  nature,  yet  they 
fail  not  to  maintain  their  subsistence, 
under  all  the  power  of  their  misery. 

Pascal* 8  Ih'jU^ku  cn  Relighn^ 

PSALM  4—6. 

“Who  will  shew  us  any  ?”is 
the  language  of  every  person  living. 
Some  seek  it  in  riches,  and  vainly 
imagine  if  they  could  attain  a  cer¬ 
tain  sum  they  should  be  happy  ;  and 
behold,  the  Almighty  gives  them 
their  hearts  desire.  Their  riches 
increase  until  th.eir  coffers  are  Tun¬ 
ing  over  :nd  they  have  not  where  to 
be.stow  their  wealth.  Is  their  hap¬ 
piness  therefore  increased  ?  No, 
could  riches  make  us  happy,  then 
Solomon  had  been  com  pie  tel  v  so  ; 
for  Silver  and  Clold  were  w  ith  him 
as  plcntious  assumes;  and  yet  we 
hear  lunr  exclaiming  ••  vanitv  of 
vanities,  all  is  vanity,  and  vcxaiion 
ofsi)int.”  Again  some  fancy  hap¬ 
piness  is  to  be  found  in  wisdom  : 
Here  again  Solomon  who  was  wi- 
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ter  than  all  the  kings  of  the  earth 
•will  furnish  an  example  ;  He  saith 
“  in’much  wisdom  is  much  grief : 
and  he  that  increaseth  kno’.vledge 
incrcaseth  sorrow.”  Neitlier  is 
this  urood  to  be  found  in  favour  and 
power  :  Who  was  ever  raised  hi^I> 
er  than  Haman,  whom  the^  king 
5et  above  all  the  princes  that  were 
with  him,  and  commanded  all  his 
icrvants  to  bow  and  do  him  rever¬ 
ence  ?  Yet  one  uncomplying  Mor- 
was  sufficient  to  destroy  this 
nir  built  fabric  of  happiness.  Where 
then  is  this  good,  after  which  tiie 
immortal  soul  so  eagerly  pants  to 
fce  found,  since  all  cartlilv  thin:^s 
prove  fallacious  ?  Let  us  see  what 
answer  the  spirit  of  God  dictates  to 
the  royal  pixiphet,  Lord  lift  thou 
up  the  rujjht  of  thy  countenance 
upon  us;”  that  shall  rejoice 
cur  hearts  more  than  all  cix‘ated 
good — yea  the  light  of  his  countc- 
rrj!ice  who  siteth  in  the  Heavens, 
and  rides  on  the  wings  of  the  wind,” 
will  fill  the  soul  with  supreme  de- 
ligjit,  altho*  every  earthly  good 
should  take  to  itself  wings  and 
f!co  away.”  It  would  cheer  us 
in  the  most  erloomv  solitude,  or 
deepest  dungeon.  It  animated  the 
faith  of  those  w’orthies  who  Meander¬ 
ed  about  in  sheep-skins  and  goat¬ 
skins  ;  being  destitute,  aiHicted, 
tormented  ;  of  whom  the  world  was 
not  worthy.  It  supported  Lazarus 
the  beggar.  It  animated  the  coun¬ 
tenance  of  Daniel  In  the  Lioids  den. 
It  caused  anthems  ofnraisc  to  arise 
from  the  three  children  in  the  ndclst 
of  the  burning  fiery  furnace,  and 
vriil  swell  the  notes  of  all  the  re¬ 
deemed  to  the  endless  ages  of  eter¬ 
nity.  Lord  lift  thou  up  the  light  of 
thy  countenance  on  me,  it  is  all  the 
happiness  I  ask. 

B. 


AXECDOTE 

or  nOCrOR  DARiriN. 

The  anecdote  in  a  late  number  of 
the  magazine  of  a  disciple  ofDar* 
win,  I  read,  not  with  surprise,  but 
with  pity  for  the  unliappy  man,  and 
an  increased  disgust  with  that  per-: 
nicious  philosophy,  by  which  it  ig 
to  be  feared  thousands  are  ruined. 

Howevcr  high  the  character  of 
Dr.  Darwin  may  stand  in  the  es¬ 
timation  of  mankind,  as  a  physician, 
a  philosopher,  or  a  poet,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  anecdote  sufficient! v  demon, 
strates  his  obduracy  and  degrada" 
tion  as  a  fiuher,  and  as  a  man, 

Akxa  Sewards  from  whose  bi^ 
ographic.pcn  the  life  of  Dr.  Darw  in 
has  been  exhibited,  informs  us,  that 
his  eldest  son  had  a  gentle,  ingen¬ 
uous,  and  affectionate  JiCart,”  and 
that,  on  his  death,  lie  left  an  un¬ 
tainted  reputation  for  p^robity  and 
benevolence  ;  beloved,  respected’ 
and  mourned  by  all  v;ho  knew’  him 
Mr.  Darwin,  while  his  piofcssicn 
in  life  was  undctcrnunccl,  expres¬ 
sed  a  T/isIi  to  go  into  the  church  ra¬ 
ther  than  the  law’.  That  preference 
w  as  repulsed  by  parental  sarcasms 
upon  its  indolence,  and  iinjuiied  cf- 
femincy.  Lrom  infancy  lo  his  last 
day,  Mr.  Darwin  had  shn;n!;,  with 
pained  sensibility,  from  his  father^ 
irony.” 

This  young  man,  having  met 
with  some  cnibarrassnic  ni  in  LusL 
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nes3,  “  on  a  December  evening 
cold  and  stormy,”  went  down  to  the 
river  Derwent,  which  ran  at  the 
bottom  of  his  garden,  and  termina¬ 
ted  his  existence  amid  its  ’waves. 
The  discovery,  shortly  after,  of  Mr. 
Darwin’s  hat  and  neckcloth,  created 
nlarm.  Doats  were  sent  out.  Dr. 
Darwin,  the  father,  was  summon¬ 
ed.  Each  spectator  probably  ex¬ 
pected  to  discover  in  his  counte¬ 
nance,  all  tl'.c  risings  of  parental  sur¬ 
prise  and  wretchedness.-:— Far  oth¬ 
erwise.  “He  staid  a  long  time  on 
the  brink  of  the  water  apparently 
calm  and  collected.  The  body 
could  not  be  found  till  the  next  day. 
When  the  doctor  received  informa.* 
tion  that  it  was  found,  he  exclaimed 


*  Lut  the  reader  contrast  the  insen¬ 
sibility  of  a  Darwin  with  the  amia_ 

ble  grief  of  a  David.  2  Sam.  xviii.  53. 

% 

And  the  king  was  much  moved, 
and  went  up  to  the  chamber  over 
^hc  gate,  and  wept ;  and  as  he  went, 
thus  he  said  ;  O  my  son  Absalom, 
son,  my  son  Absalom,  would  lo 
Cod  I  had  died  for  tliee,  O  Absa^ 
1cm,  my  son,  iny  son  !  But  as  to  th« 
philosopher, 

‘‘  A fiCtu  ingemuit  ?  num  lufninm 
Jicxil  ? 

lachrymal  vicliia  dedit 

Let  the  infidel  beware,  lest  the 
I  stoicism  he  boasts  prove,  in  its  is- 
1  sue,  to  be  that  hardness,  and  im- 
I  penitence  of  heart,  which  treasures 


in  a  low  voice,  Poor  insane  cou', 
audit  is  said  never  after  men¬ 
tioned  the  subject.  ‘‘  It  excited,*’ 
and  well  it  might  excite,  univer¬ 
sal'  surprise  to  see  hi.Tn  walking  a. 
long  the  streets,  the  day  after  the 
^uneral  of  his  son,  with  a  serene 
countenance  and  his  usual  cheer¬ 
fulness  of  address.’*  Nay  more,  as 
b  to  show,  that  the  privation  of  nat¬ 
ural  afiection  w^s  a  virtue,  “  He 
took  immediate  possession  of  the 
premises  his  son  had  left,  laid  plans 
for  their  improvement,  took  pleas¬ 
ure  in  describing  those  plans  to  his 
acquaintance,  and  determined  to 
uiake  it  his  future  residence,  and  all 
us  without  seeming  lo  recollect  to 
how  Sudan  evei.t  he  owed  their  pos¬ 
se  sxioii.** 


up  unto  itself  wrath  against  the  day 

of  wTatli  and  lerelation  of  the  ligh- 

teous  judgement  of  Cod.** 

A.M.  M. 

i 

I  . 

Skctc/ifs from  Ancient  History. 

Is  jthe  thirty  fourth  vear  of  our 
•  ¥ 

blessed  Saviour’s  life,  he  v.  as  crucifi¬ 
ed  by  the  wicked  hands  of  the  Jews, 
which  was  attended  with  prodigious 
efi’ccts,  that  were  afterwards  attest¬ 
ed  as  well  by  tlie  Heathens  as 
Christians.  At  the  lime  of  his  death 
a  very  great  tU'.rkness  happened  ia 
the  day-time,  which  continued  from 
six  o’clock  till  nine,  and  yet  there 
was  no  eclipse  of  the  sun,  for  it  tvas 
at  full  noon,  so  that  it  was  miracu¬ 
lous  and  to  contrary  to  the  order  of 
nature,  and  o^ily  by  tlie  power  t»f 
I  God  who  deprived  th.e  sun  of  il.s 
i  light  for  that  space  of  time  :  Arid 
I  therefore  Dennis  the  .^recpagiic 
I  Ltiiij;  that  day  in  Athei.s,  and  .cs- 
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ing  the  sun  so  darkened,  and  also 
knowing  as  a  man  learned  In  aslron- 
omy,  and  the  course  ol  the  heavens 
that  such  an  Eclipse  must  needs  be 
.  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nature,  ex¬ 
claimed  with  a  loud  voice  Either 
the  world  is  at  an  .  end,  or  the  (iod 
of  nature  sufl’ers.’^  And  upon  tliis 
account,  say  seme  authors,  the  w  ise 
inen  of  Athens  being  astonished  at 
this  prodigy,  presently  caus¬ 
ed  an  altar  to  be  built  to  the  unknoum 
God. 

After  this  St.  Paul  coming 
hithbf  teproved  them,  declar¬ 
ing  to  them  that  Jesus  Christ  the  re¬ 
deemer  of  the  world  who  had  suf¬ 
fered,  was  that  unknown  Cod, 
whereby  he  converted  many  oftliem 
to  the  Christian  faith,  which  doth 
also  demonstrate  that  the  darkness 
was  over  the  whole  hemisphere, 
since  it  was  seen  at  Athens  and  at 
other  places  far  remote  from  Jeru¬ 
salem  ;  yea,  the  moon  being  then  at 
full,  and  having  rrt)  light  but  what  she 
hath  from  the  splendor  of  the  siiii; 
and  being  then  in  the  firmament 
that  is  under  us,  she  became  vio¬ 
lently  Eclipsed,  ahd  darkened, 
so  that  the  darkness  was  universal 
all  over  the  world,  because  the 
moon  can  give  no  light,  unless  first 

borrow^ed  from  the  sun.  •V/. 

✓ 

JILVT  TO  YOUTH. 

A  COURSE  of  reading,  that  con¬ 
sists  of  amusement  principally,  such 
as  those  fictitious  lii^tories  wldch 
have  become  so  fashionable  to  the 
great  injury  of  more  solid  improve- 
Tnents,  wxakens  and  efl’erninates 
the  mind,  renders  th.c  taste  sickly, 


prevents  the  ideas  of  real  life,  and 
(lisciualifics  both  livan  and  woman 
for  fulfillipg  w  ith  dignity  and  pru¬ 
rience  the  duties  that  belong  to  them 
either  in  the  civil  or  domestic  re¬ 
lations.  To  hope  to  become  scho- 
lars  or  men  of  business,  by  such 
slight  occiipalions  of  the  fancy,  and 
such  gentle  agitations  cf  the  heart; 
would  be  like  an  attempt  to  make 
(xi’eek  or  Roman  soldiers  by  listen¬ 
ing  to  the  soft  notes  of  the  flute,  or 
exercising  th.e  limbs  only  in  the 
swiming  mazes  of  tk.e  dante.  Rut 
industrious  application  to  usclul 
studies  tends  to  cultivate  tl.e  heart, 
it  ennobles  our  being — it  will  pre¬ 
pare  for  you  the  public  confidence 
and  esteem,  and,  a  motive  that  will 
be  much  more  sensibly  felt  by 
young  and  ingenuous  minds,  it  v  ill 
fulfil  the  wjsh.es  and  complete  the 
fi  licity  of  parents  who  have  every 
title  to  your  love,  and  whose  happi¬ 
ness  licxt  to  VGur  duly  to  God, 
should  be  your  first  pleasure  and 
voiir  first  care, 

4  ' 

Smithes  Sermons. 

JXHCDOTE: 

After  tlie  signal  victory  off  Tra¬ 
falgar,  one  ofll.e  Spanish  ships  was 
taken  ))ossession  cf  by  the  British  ; 
on  board  of  vvliicli  the  Spanish  cap¬ 
tain  addressee!  the  Priest  as  fellows  : 
“  Father,  there  has  been  a  serioiis 
loss  on  our  part  :  it  appears  that 
God  fights  for  tlie  Protestants  !** 
To  whom  the  Priest  gravely  replied. 

Yes,  he  has  foil gl it  for  th.cm  in¬ 
deed  !  and  bv  this  battle',  it  should 
seem  that  Cod  himself  is  a  Protes¬ 
tant  P’ 
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